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protectorate over Egypt, and the Mahdi now had to contend with
a more dangerous enemy.

But England was too experienced in colonial affairs and knew
the difficulties too well to rush into any rash expeditions. For the
moment she counselled the Egyptian Government to withdraw its
troops from the Sudan. General Gordon was once more sent
to Khartum to arrange for the withdrawal of the remaining
Egyptian garrisons. But no sooner had he reached Khartum than
the forces of the Mahdi swept northward and left Gordon and his
companions marooned in Khartum* He sent urgent messages for
relief Gladstone sent a relief expedition, much too late, for when
it was^till several days away from Khartum the town was taken
by the forces of the Mahdi, and Gordon was murdered. That
happened in January of 1885. In June of the same year the Mahdi
died. His successor maintained himself as ruler of die Sudan until
1898 when an Anglo-Egyptian army under Kitchener wiped his
followers from the face of the desert and recaptured the entire
territory as far south as Uganda, which is on the equator.

The English have done an enormous amount of good in
improving the condition of the natives by giving them roads, rail-
ways, safety, by stamping out all sorts of hideous and unnecessary
forms of disease, the usual things which the white man does for the
black man and for which the white ^nym expects the black

say thank you, if he is foolish enough, but for which the black

will shoot the white man in the back just as soon as he can, as the
white man knows if he has had a couple of centuries of colonial
experience.
The railway southward from Wady Haifa now runs as far as
El Obeid in the west and Port Sudan on the Red Sea in the cast
If in the years to come an enemy should suddenly destroy the
Suez Canal England can still transport her troops from cast to west
via this line that crosses the Nubian desert
But now we have got to go back a few years and see how the
Mahdi revolt was to have the most far-reaching influence upon the
development of Africa in a way which had nothing at all to do
with the Mahdi himself or his ambitions to become the indepen-
dent ruler of the land of his fathers,